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1.0 Site Character 

The site is open in character and slopes from 97m above sea level in the western edge to 90.5m 

above sea level at the eastern boundary. An earthen bank runs the length of the southern boundary, 

the level at the base of the bank is 90.0m while the level at the top of the bank is 94.0m. 

From the top of the bank the ground slopes steeply towards the southern boundary and the 

adjoining railway line. A metal palisade fence forms the boundary edge. 

The site originally of agricultural use is typical of the field size and arrangement found in the 

surrounding landscape. Following the cessation of the agricultural use, the area along the southern 

boundary has become dominated by widespread thicket of goat willow and blackthorn. No Japanese 

Knotweed was observed on site. 

The accompanying Tree Survey and Report identifies noteworthy trees and hedgerows located along 

the site boundaries.  Much of the site is devoid of vegetation with the primary vegetation being 

described this time being located along the north-eastern boundary, to the north-west of the site 

and along the southern/south-eastern area as a zone of natural root development. The most 

significant vegetation is located in the hedgerow to the north-east of the site and the short 

hedgerow to the north-west of the site with all of the material being of small stature and typically 

comprising natural regeneration subsequent to land disuse. 

A review of trees on site has revealed that they occur as part of a now dilapidated agricultural filed 

hedgerow line.  

The hedgerows are now heavily encroached by more invasive and quick growing species including 

Bramble, Ivy and Elder and are fragmented.  

The Tree Survey Report recognizes that given the inevitable change of use, the location of existing 

hedgerows at rear garden locations and likely minimal management that such hedgerows are not 

suitable for retention. 
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2.0 Design Principles 

The landscape design takes cognizance of the existing landscape features and aims to provide the 

following: 

¶ Retention all trees and hedgerows adjoining public open space. 

¶ Mitigate the loss of hedgerows to be removed along the north and north eastern boundaries 

where they occur within rear garden areas. 

¶ Develop a more naturalistic style landscape (habitat mosaic) along the southern boundary; 

adjoining the railway line and where existing site contours prohibit meaningful use of the 

public open space. 

¶ Provide for a range of both active and passive open space areas for residents of the area that 

promotes recreation, social/community interaction and play facilities for a range of ages. 

¶ Provide for a soft landscape treatment that complements the architectural design and is 

appropriate to the landscape setting. 

¶ Develop pedestrian circulation that allows for ease of movement throughout the 

development open space areas. 

¶ Incorporate new native tree and hedgerow planting appropriate to place that enhances the 

existing landscape character. 

2.1 Entrance Open Space 

A large open space located to the western boundary and along the main access road into the site 

comprises large open grassed area along which a path meanders, linking with the main path system 

of the development and adjoining the existing open space. 

The existing hedge line and associated trees are to be retained in line with Tree Survey 

recommendations. A new native hedgerow is to be planted along this boundary line in order to 

substantially augment the existing hedgerow. 
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2.2 Central Open Space 

A large central open space overlooked by dwellings on Morristown Green is largely open in nature. A 

series of paths traverse the space creating a pedestrian network that allows for ease of movement 

through the development. Localised mounding, native hedgerows, tree planting and pockets of bulb 

planting creates definition to the perimeter of the space encouraging the use of paths.  
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A central nodal space provides an area for seating and supervision of the overall open space and 

adjoining Play Space. The play area equipment and surfacing is natural in style and spills out onto the 

open lawn areas. 

Underground constraints within this area of open space, namely site attenuation limit tree planting 

to where the overburden is greater than 1200mm. To facilitate a uniform tree planting layout, gentle 

areas of mounding are placed within the open space onto which trees will be planting, thereby 

minimising interference with the attenuation system. 

2.3 Play Area (up to 6 years old) 

A smaller pocket park will be developed adjacent Block A, overlooked on all sides by proposed 

dwellings. This space will be a designated Play Space suitable for all ages up to 6 years old, is natural 

in style comprising native tree planting on mounding, with a central play space with loose surface 

treatment. 
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While imaginative play will be encouraged, a number of equipment pieces will be provided 

comprising Toddler Swing, Embankment Slide, Tunnel and Old Tree Logs arranged on a circulation 

loop. The space is located within an open space that has hedgerow to its roadside boundary. 

2.4 Linear Open Space 

The south-eastern portion of the site is to be developed as a linear park adjoining the existing site 

boundary. 

The existing topography and vegetation has informed the design of this space. The existing bank and 

site boundary metal palisade fence located along the boundary is to be retained. Existing Hedge No. 

1 as identified in the Tree Survey is to be retained where it adjoins this open space. All Ash trees 

associated with existing Thicket Area No. 1 are also to be retained. In addition, all goat willow and 

bramble is to be removed from this area as it will take over any new hedgerow planting in this area. 

A new Woodland Area, comprising the existing bank is to be planted with substantial quantities of 

native tree species utilizing a range of ages/sizes to allow staggered maturity and incorporate open 

glades. Linear sweeps of native hedgerow meander along the bank and together with a Wild Grass 

sward all create a habitat mosaic that encourages a diverse range of species to flourish.  
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A timber post and rail fence will define the edge of this space with the adjoining open space area. 

More traditional in style this space will comprise open lawn areas for active recreation linked to 

residential areas by a meandering path. 

A series of nodal play areas are located along the path with items of play equipment aimed at 2-6 

year old children which encourage circulation of the linear space as a whole or just within the 

immediate environs of each apartment block. A central threshold space provides and area for seating 

and supervision of the overall linear space. 


